1820 Proposal Review: Minimum Requirements Rubric

Proposal Information
1820 Proposing Instructor: Renée Gilberti
Date Submitted for Proposal: 9/25/13
1820 Proposed Title: Exploring STEM Research 101 for STEM majors
1820 Proposed Course Description: “By the conclusion of this course, students studying science (biology, chemistry, psychology (in pursuit of BS or BA)), technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) will explore hands-on research opportunities at UCONN; learn about graduate school and STEM career options; will improve their fluency writing academic research-relevant assignments such as reading, writing, and research project design; and enhance their professional communication skills for real-world interactions with professors and fellowship/ scholarship interview scenarios.”

Proposal Review
General Course Description: UNIV 1820. First Year Seminar
(Formerly offered as INTD 1820.) One credit. One class period. Prerequisite: Open to freshman and sophomore students only. May be repeated for credit with a change in content. 
Guided research or reading, discussion, and writing on topics of professional interest to the instructor. . Course materials promote independent learning and active engagement in the academic life of the university.

	Required Curricular Element
	Description of Element in the Proposed Course
	Does this satisfy the requirement? (Yes/No If no, describe necessary changes.)

	Course Topic: Substantive Topic of the Instructor’s Choice 
NOT University Study Skills
	Fundamental STEM Research Skills and Career Paths
	Yes.

	Learning Objective: Students will work with an expert in a field of intellectual interest. (Instructor Qualifications)
	PhD in Cell Biology
	Yes.

	Learning Objective: Students will engage actively in the academic life of the university, in or out of the classroom.
	Working with the McNair Program Coordinator, students will engage with a diverse array of faculty and graduate students across campus.
	Yes.

	Learning Objective: Students will conduct directed research and/or applied work.
	Students will produce a science research review paper on a STEM topic relevant to major and/ or faculty seminar. Students will also prepare a personal statement to prepare for additional research opportunities at UConn.
	Yes.

	Additional Learning Objective:
	Course Objective 1: Collaborate with faculty and graduate
students about research in the ST EM disciplines (LO1, LO2)
Course Objective 2: Describe research/ enrichment
opportunities at the undergraduate level to increase
acceptance in to graduate school programs (LO2)
Course Objective 3: Explain the steps involved in applying to
graduate school (LO3)
Course Objective 4: Debate scientific literature by thinking
and writing more critically about ST EM research topics
(LO3)
Course Objective 5: Write a personal statement relevant for
STEM-related fellowships and undergraduate opportunities
at UCONN (LO2, LO3)
	Yes.
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