FYE 182 — Creative Thinking
Description
[This is a resubmission under the approved new course title]

This course looks at the FYE topics from a different perspective.  It asks the students to leave their preconceptions at the door.  The course will be designed to approach such topics as diversity, values, beliefs, critical thinking, problem-solving, self-management (time, money, and stress) by first learning to see more creatively using the tools of a visual artist to open your minds to different ways of seeing and then applying the same principle to the personal, social, and academic issues facing the first-year students.  Learning to see creatively will involve using techniques such as simple and quick contour and gesture drawing to open the mind to new ways of not only seeing but those of thinking as well and ultimately thinking outside the box.  When a person is not so reliant on what they think they know or see, the potential exists of thinking about what might be.

Objectives

1. Interpret new ways of seeing through the use of creative thinking and drawing.
2. Explore how to approach thinking and problem-solving in a new and creative way.
3. Interact and compare ideas with classmates in a creative environment.
4. Apply the principles of creativity to personal, social, and academic issues facing first-year students.
Explanation
I am an Instructional Designer by graduate work and employment, and I am also a professional working artist by way of a B.A. in art and art history.  I have learned to develop my art and my ability to think outside the box by learning to see in new ways.  I would like to use art--specifically simple gesture and contour drawing and looking at negative/positive space—to help students unlock their innate creative abilities.  This will not be a course that teaches how to draw, but will instead show students how they can learn to see and think in new ways through art and creative thinking.  We all accumulate biases and concrete thinking patterns through life.  Drawing can help a person learn how to think about life in new ways by learning to see in new ways.  Working with the right and left brain is no less exercise than working the biceps.  Working them in conjunction creates an interactive and reflective environment.  I would like to help students apply this same principle to approaching more creatively the personal, social, and academic issues typical of the FYE 180 courses.

Grading
There will be no quality criteria applied to the creation of art I this course—in other words no right/wrong or good/bad art.  Instead much of the classroom time will be spent in envisioning and drawing exercises with the occasional FYE-type field trips.  Therefore grading will be applied to the level of commitment and thought put into two short self-reflection written or artistic creation assignments, and online discussions surrounding topics spread over the duration of the course.  These topics will focus on the standard FYE topics typically found in the FYE 180 curriculum with a general theme diversity issues that will run throughout the semester.  I am requesting 2-hour classes spread over 7 weeks because of the time necessary to completely focus on each week’s drawing and other exercises coupled with weekly in-class discussions.  The remaining work will be self-paced in the online component of the course where students will be able to apply through practice and discussion the self-management skills and understanding of the topics presented in class.  I envision the course divided into three focus areas:  1) self-management and self-relationships; 2) diversity, values and beliefs; and 3) critical thinking and problem solving.

Instructors
I can teach this course alone but a mentor interested in art would be welcome.
Mentor   yes

Questions
As discussed with David Ouimette, I will need a small budget for:

· pads of inexpensive drawing paper (18x24 inches) $5.99 each (1 per student)

· soft graphite pencils (HH)    $.69 (2 per student)

· box of vine charcoal (soft)   $6.99  (12 per package)   (3 boxes)
· APPROXIMATE TOTAL COST = $ 91 (maximum if 19 students)

Day

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or Thursdays

Time
Between 10:00am and noon

Setup

Location

In lieu of an art studio classroom, probably best to be in a traditional classroom

Details
Standard class time
Cap
19 (standard)

Enrollment
Open for enrollment (standard)
